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Royal BC Museum palaeontologist confirms discovery of
new dinosaur species in BC, found nowhere else in world

VICTORIA, BC- Almost 50 years ago, a geologist working on a railroad in
northern British Columbia noticed something unusual in the rocks: a
mysterious claw. He had discovered one of the first skeletons of a dinosaur
found in BC.

Now, after years of study by the Royal BC Museum’s curator of palaeontology,
Dr. Victoria Arbour, the dinosaur has been recognized as an entirely new
species of dinosaur, and the first dinosaur species unique to BC, named
Ferrisaurus sustutensis.

Today, Dr. Arbour's article, “A new leptoceratopsid dinosaur from
Maastrichtian-aged deposits of the Sustut Basin, northern British Columbia,
Canada”, was published on the peer-reviewed scientific journal PeerJ - the
Journal of Life and Environmental Sciences: https://peerj.com/articles/7926/.
Her co-author is David Evans from the Royal Ontario Museum.

“Congratulations to Dr. Arbour for this historic discovery,” said Lisa Beare,
Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture. “This is an exciting scientific milestone
for our province and | encourage everyone to come see the fossils for
themselves at the Royal BC Museum.”

“Luck may have played a role in discovering this specimen, but it was only
through thorough research that the world now recognizes this as a new
species,” says Prof. Jack Lohman, CEO of the Royal BC Museum. “This
spectacular news is yet another example of how the Royal BC Museum
advances knowledge of the natural world through hard work in the collections
and the field.”

Ferrisaurus sustutensis (pronounced “FAIR-uh-SAWR-us SUSS-tut-EN-siss”)
means “the iron lizard from the Sustut River”, a reference to its discovery on
the BC Rail line along the Sustut River. Before the peer-reviewed journal was
published, Dr. Arbour had taken to referring to the dinosaur as “Buster”.

Ferrisaurus is a new species in a rare family of dinosaurs called
Leptoceratopsidae: hornless, parrot-beaked plant-eaters closely related to the
Triceratops. Ferrisaurus was about 1.75 metres long and probably weighed
about 150 kg (330 Ibs), similar in size to a bighorn sheep.

Buster’s bones are now in the Royal BC Museum’s paleontological collections.
The skeleton is one of the first dinosaur fossils ever found in the province.

By studying Buster’s bones and other fossils from the same region, Dr. Arbour

is learning what BC was like during the age of dinosaurs, 67 million years ago.
In 2017, Dr. Arbour led an expedition to the Sustut River to relocate the site
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https://peerj.com/articles/7926/

where Ferrisaurus was discovered in 1971, and found new fossils, including
plants and part of a turtle, that are now part of the Royal BC Museum'’s
collection.

Because so much of this province is mountainous and forested, evidence of
BC’s dinosaurs is challenging to find. Dr. Arbour will continue to search for
dinosaur fossils in the high alpine plateaus of northern British Columbia next
summer, during field work: annual research that many Royal BC Museum
curatorial and collections staff members undertake throughout BC.

You can learn more about the story of “Buster” the Ferrisaurus in the Royal BC
Museum'’s Pocket Gallery display, “BC’s Mountain Dinosaur”, in the museum’s
main floor—accessible to all visitors, free of charge —until February 26, 2020.

You can also learn more about Ferrisaurus on the Royal BC Museum’s
Learning Portal: https://learning.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/pathways/bcs-mountain-
dinosaur/.

Funding for Dr. Arbour’s research was provided by the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council, L'Oreal-UNESCO for Women in Science, the
National Geographic Society and the Dinosaur Research Institute.

About the Royal BC Museum

The Royal BC Museum explores the province’s human history and natural history,
advances new knowledge and understanding of BC, and provides a dynamic forum for
discussion and a place for reflection. The museum and archives celebrate culture and
history, telling the stories of BC in ways that enlighten, stimulate and inspire. Located
in Victoria on the traditional territory of the Lekwungen (Songhees and Xwsepsum
Nations), we are a hub of community connections in BC-onsite, offsite and online-
taking pride in our collective histories.
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MEDIA IMAGES OF FERRISAURUS SUSTUTENSIS AND DR. ARBOUR
ARE AVAILABLE AT https://www.flickr.com/gp/36463010@N05/k76ym9

IF YOU USE IMAGE(S) IN YOUR PUBLICATION, YOU MUST PROVIDE
CREDIT TO THE ROYAL BC MUSEUM (UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED -
PLEASE NOTE DETAILS IN EACH IMAGE DESCRIPTION).
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